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Purpose 
 

This curricular supplement is designed to inspire a personal understanding of the 
significance of America’s National Anthem.  Our National Anthem has served as a 
reminder of our solidarity as Americans and our resolute determination to endure 
even when faced with overwhelming odds against our success.  This song is sung 
throughout the year during patriotic, commemorative, and recreational ceremonies.  
It is important to the legacy of those fallen heroes who have sustained the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country that we ensure this present and those future generations of 
Americans understand the significant role The Star-Spangled Banner has played in 
the culture of Americanism.  When it is sung, voices raise the spirit of our 
collective American dreams in unison affirming the long valiant history of the 
American people.  
 
 
 
 

  

 

Overarching Ideas 
*A song can inspire a national identity 
*Historical events can be memorialized through verse set to music 
*Songs influence culture 
*Traditions help define a people 
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Notes 

*****It is entirely left to the teacher to decide how and when these lessons should 
be utilized within the classroom.  Each classroom setting is unique and the students 
being taught have varying needs and interests.  It is also understood that content 
areas have specific teaching objectives and that school district curricular objectives 
must alway be addressed.  Use this as a supplement to district curriculum on those 
special occasions when a discussion of The Star-Spangled Banner would be 
relevant.  
 
*****These lessons are dynamic and flexible.  The teacher should feel free to 
select whatever parts would be of greatest value to the students.  Use these 
flexibly, sorting out what best suits your classroom audience and discard the 
extraneous.  Certainly, these lessons can be utilized at any time throughout the 
school year when appropriate.  This is a collection of ideas and strategies.  It is not 
intended that all parts be used or that more than a half hour of instructional time 
would be devoted toward implementation.   
 
*****Should students develop interests beyond the time allotted to them in the 
classroom, there are extension activities that can be suggested to them.  
 
***** A background history and a selected list of resources is included.   
 
The War of 1812, also known as The American Second War for Independence, is 
an interesting period of our American saga and one infrequently taught with depth.  
Hopefully these ideas will prove of use as the teacher introduces the story of our 
National Anthem and students will develop an appreciation of what these moving 
words mean.   
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Background History 
 The Star-Spangled Banner is not just a flag fashioned of well worn cloth.  It 
stands as a memorial, a tribute, to a nation founded upon principals of equality 
under law, opportunity for all citizens regardless of their station in life, and a belief 
that “We the People” are able to rule with justice and integrity.  When my 
immigrant grandparents and countless others from all over the world first entered 
America through the portals of Ellis Island, one of the first emblems of America 
they saw was our national flag.  The history of our nation is woven into the warp 
and weft of each flag that has flown in its honor.  Of all the flags that have graced 
our nation the one of greatest renown is our treasured Star-Spangled Banner.  This 
is the flag immortalized in the poem written by Francis Scott Key on the morning 
of September 14th, 1814 during the Battle of Baltimore.  This battle was a turning 
point in the War of 1812.  The words Key wrote bore witness of the indomitable 
spirit Americans demonstrate when faced with enemy attack.   
 
 The War of 1812 officially began in June of that year.  A declaration of war 
was made against Great Britain.  The British were impressing American sailors, 
forcing them to serve on their ships.  This interfered with freedom of trade and the 
rights of Americans.  James Madison was the President of the United States of 
America.  King George III had been replaced by installation of his son, the Prince 
of Wales, who stood as Regent until finally ascending to the British throne as King 
George IV.  Up and down the American eastern seaboard even north into Canada 
battles were fought.  Until the abdication of Napoleon in April, 1814 Britain was 
embroiled in wars in the United States as well as in the European theater.  With 
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matters settled for a time in Europe Great Britain turned its full attention to the 
conflict on American soil.   
 
 In 1813 American forces won a clear victory at York, present day Toronto, 
Canada. Looting, fires, and destruction followed the American occupation of a city 
abandoned by British troops.  The munitions and other supplies captured supported 
further gains on the American side subsequent to the laying waste of York between 
April 28 and April 29, 1813.  The outrage of Canadian civilians to the destruction 
of legislative buildings, the official printing press, and the removal of the 
Parliamentary Mace of Upper Canada hardened their affections against the 
American cause.  American depredations continued along the coast of Lake Erie.  
These aggressive actions remained in the memory of the British soldiers and their 
officers. 
 
 As Great Britain strengthened its tactical approach, decisions were made to 
make a frontal attack against the seat of the American government, Washington, 
D.C.  It was considered a relatively easy target and of tremendous psychological 
value to the British cause.  The President’s House, today known as the White 
House was burned, along with the United States Capitol building and the Library 
of Congress.  President James Madison sent word to his wife, Dolly Madison, that 
she should flee the President’s House.  Before doing so, she grabbed as much of 
the silver as she could.  Others, including the presidential gardner, McGraw, and 
the doorkeeper, John Suse, who was a Frenchman, saved a portrait of George 
Washington, America’s first President, painted by Gilbert Stuart and many more 
items of considerable value according to an eyewitness account by Paul Jennings.  
Jennings was fifteen years old when this occurred. He was a slave owned by the 
Madisons’ who was later able to purchase his own freedom.   
 
 The thunderous storm that shook the nation’s capital that night, August 24, 
1814, only worsened the impact of the British actions.  Next Alexandria, Virginia 
fell under British control and the Potomac River was no longer controlled by 
American forces.  The emboldened British then planned their attack upon 
Baltimore Harbor.  These actions, the capture and destruction of both Washington, 
D.C and Alexandria, Virginia that August turned the tide of the Anglo-American 
War, favoring Great Britain as it had gained control of the Potomac a strategic 
military victory.  
 
 Baltimore was not indefensible.  It had an already existing fort, Fort 
McHenry.  This star shaped fort was located upon the site of a fort that been used 
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defensively during the American Revolutionary War. Strategically placed it 
defends Baltimore’s harbor when approached by way of the Patapsco River and the 
Chesapeake Bay.  Secured by a dry moat and refortified prior to the Battle of 
Baltimore it presented strong opposition to the British bombardment.  Constructed 
under the guidance of a Frenchman, Jean Foncin, it bears the name of James 
McHenry, a Scots-Irish immigrant who was one of the distinguished signers of the 
Declaration of Independence.  Having served as a surgeon during the 
Revolutionary War, he later became Secretary of War. 
 
 The British brought a veritable armada up the Patapsco.  Nineteen ships with 
names designed to cause fear and trepidation in the hearts of those they confronted:  
Aetna, Volcano, Devastation, Terror, and Meteor, sailed into the Baltimore Harbor 
area.  Bombardment of the fort on began September 13, 1814.  Francis Scott Key 
had been commissioned to secure the release of Dr. William Beanes.  It was 
because of this mission that he had boarded an American truce vessel.  During the 
bombardment of Fort McHenry, Key, a Georgetown attorney, witnessed the entire 
naval attack - his boat secured by the British to the side of one of their own.  As the 
battle progressed a smaller version of the American flag, the garrison flag, 
withstood the rockets and mortar attack.   The morning of September 14, 1814, as 
was customary, a huge version of the American flag was hoisted and this is the flag 
that Key saw “with the dawn’s early light”.  Deeply affected by the duration of 
over 20 hours of extensive shelling and impassioned by the American cause, Key 
wrote the stanzas of what later became known as the American National Anthem, 
The Star-Spangled Banner.  
 
 The Fort had defied the British bomb ships in spite of the fact the fort’s 
artillery was not able to reach the British ships as they had remained out of direct 
line of fire.  Some British boats did attempt to reach the fort, but this attack had 
been repulsed by American gunners.  Britain had been denied victory.  Its two 
pronged attack upon this stalwart American city; the invasion by land mounted at 
North Point approximately 14 miles away and the arrival of the British fleet via the 
Chesapeake Bay had failed to force surrender.  When the “Star-Spangled Banner” 
was raised after a siege of over 1,500 bombs, the British commanders knew Major 
Armistead, the fort’s commanding officer, and his army had no intention of letting 
Fort McHenry fall into enemy hands.  Retreat occurred both on land and sea.  
Baltimore had been saved by the heroic actions of both the United States military 
and its citizenry. 
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 A smaller garrison flag sustained the barrage of British fire.  The large, 
“Star-Spangled Banner”, also called “Old Glory”,  was raised on the morning of 
September 14th, 1814.  It had been sewn at the direction of Major George 
Armistead, the fort’s commander.  Mary Young Pickersgill (37 years old and a 
widow), her daughter Caroline (13 years old), two nieces Eliza (13 years old) and 
Margaret (15 years old) Young, and an African American indentured servant Grace 
Wisher (13 years old) had made both flags.  Mrs Pickersgill was a well skilled flag 
maker having learned the craft from her mother Rebecca Young.  It is not known 
for certain whether or not the elderly Mrs. Young also helped sew the flags.  The 
original size of “Old Glory”, “The Star-Spangled Banner”, was 30 feet by 42 feet.  
It was definitely of a size that would attract attention.  Each star is about 2 feet 
wide.  The flagpole was around ninety feet tall.  Once raised, the British could not 
miss seeing it.  Raising it defiantly signaled the fort’s determination not to 
surrender.         
 
 Imagine what having been a spectator watching the ongoing battle astride a 
vessel situated in the midst of the British flotilla would have been like.  The 
overpowering might of the British navy certainly had not been expected to fail 
against a small American fort.   When that glorious flag was unfurled, Francis 
Scott Key wrote a heartfelt tribute to the determination of American soldiers pitted 
against the might of the imperial British navy and previously victorious British 
ground forces.  Quickly copies of the poem then known as “The Defense of Fort 
McHenry” circulated throughout the fort.  It was published in local newspapers 
eventually becoming popularized as a song sung to the then well known tune of 
“To Anacreon in Heaven”.  It was not until March 3, 1931 that this song 
immortalizing the patriotic American spirit became our official National Anthem.  
However for the many years prior to this official adoption, the song was used often 
at celebrations of the patriotic American spirit. 
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Lessons 
 

Introduction to the Star-Spangled 
Banner 

Content Areas: Music or Language 
Arts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
After completing this lesson the student will: 
 
* Be able to describe the first stanza of the Star-Spangled Banner. 
* Understand the meaning of the words and images used and be able to explain 

them to others. 
* Record the student’s personal understanding of the lyrics of the song by writing 

an essay or producing artwork. 
* Sing the anthem using the correct words. 
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* Inform others about Francis Scott Key and how his experience resulted in the 
lyrics of this song. 

 
 
 
Materials: 

• A copy of the first stanza of The Star-Spangled Banner for each student  
• An enlarged facsimile of The Star-Spangled Banner for the teacher’s use 

with the class (May use a SMART board, projector, or poster, etc.) 
• Note paper for students to write their ideas and information they learn 
• Pens, pencils, crayons, paints, etc. for artistic expression 
• Poster board, unruled paper, etc. for student art projects 
• A method of playing several different renditions of The Star-Spangled 

Banner  
 
Key Vocabulary: 
anthem 
lyric 
stanza 
spangled 
hailed 
dawn 
twilight 
gleaming 
perilous 
ramparts 
 
Planned Experiences: 
Note:  It is up to the classroom teacher to decide which of these suggested learning 
experiences would be most appropriate for the students.  Any or all may be utilized 
time permitting.   
 
1.  Play several versions of the National Anthem for the students.  Allow the 

students to discuss their reactions to these various renditions in pairs or in small 
groups.  The students should then sing the anthem as a whole group.   

2. Using the copies of The Star-Spangled Banner provided, in small groups the 
students should search for the following words and images. 
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dawn’s early light 
 twilight’s last gleaming 
 broad stripes and bright stars 
 thru the perilous fight 
 o’er the ramparts 
 gallantly streaming 
 gave proof through the night 
 
3. Each small group should choose one of the following activities: 
 Create pictures of each descriptive phrase to share with the whole group. 
 Substitute other words for the lyrics of the song that have similar meaning 
 Write a description in prose based upon Francis Scott Key’s lyrics 
4.  Whole group sharing of chosen activities 
5.  Students can retell using their own words what the words of the first stanza of 

the Star-Spangled Banner lyrics mean either in written form or through 
conversation - pair share, small group sharing, or speaking to the entire class 

 
 
YouTube Resources for live recordings of the 
Star-Spangled Banner 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i426pbQJZ_g   Song with music and lyrics 
displayed 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_lCmBvYMRs  Whitney Houston sings the 
National Anthem in 1991 at the Superbowl XXV in Tampa, Florida after the start 
of the First Gulf War 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQo6nYv_HM0  Mariah Carey sings after 
9/11  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pf5bR4iiNM  Aretha Franklin sings at the 4th 
of July celebration in Washington, D.C.  She was the first female inducted into the 
Rock n’Roll Hall of Fame 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVcS_a2co7A  Justin Timblerlake sings the 
anthem 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZOf05sjVEs  The Backstreet Boys sing at the 
Superbowl in 2002 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4ymTrULwyM  Nsync sing at the 2000 
World Series 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQkXdRKMB9c  Billy Joel sings at the first 
game of the World Series 2000 at Yankee Stadium 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQkXdRKMB9c  Carrie Underwood sings at 
the Qwest Stadium 2006 for Seattle Seahawk fans 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQkXdRKMB9c  November 2006 Grammy 
award winner Kelly Clarkson sings at a Cowboys game 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj5NPNe3jNU  Christina Aguilera sings at 
Superbowl 2011 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj5NPNe3jNU  Sung by the Academy choirs 
of the US Naval, West Point, US Air Force, and the Coast Guard  accompanied by 
the US Herald Trumpet Corps 

 
 

 
 

Extension Activities:  
 
1.  Students may learn to perform the Star-
Spangled Banner using International Sign 
Language. 
2.  Students may decide to translate the lyrics into 
another language, determine if the meaning 
remains the same, and then perform the anthem 
for others. 
3.  Students may write a speech that conveys their 
interpretation of the lyrics and what they mean to 
the American people of 1812; of today. 
4.  Using a thesaurus, students may substitute 
words of similar meaning into the lyrics written 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZOf05sjVEs�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4ymTrULwyM�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQkXdRKMB9c�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQkXdRKMB9c�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQkXdRKMB9c�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj5NPNe3jNU�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hj5NPNe3jNU�


17 
 

 
 

by Francis Scott Key, or they may substitute words in more common 
use today.  They would then determine, in their opinion, whether or not 
the ultimate message of the song has been enhanced or diminished. 
5,  Students may describe the feelings they might have felt when they 
read the words of this song immediately following the Battle of 
Baltimore. 
6. Students may desire to study the other three stanzas of the song.   
 
 
 
 
 

Condensed Timeline of the War of 
1812: 

From the Battle of York until the 
Battle of Baltimore 

 
Content Areas: History or 

Social Studies 
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Learning Objectives: 
After completing this lesson the student will: 
 
*Place events in chronological order and explain why the Battle of Baltimore was a 
 turning point in the War of 1812. 
*Create a timeline of events. 
*Identify the causes and effects of the burning of Washington, D.C.. 
*Understand the historical context of the Battle of Baltimore. 
*Discuss the differences and the similarities between the motivation for the 
burning of York by American forces and the destruction of Washington, D.C. by 
the British. 
 
Guiding Questions: 
  
1. What might have happened had the British won the Battle of Baltimore? 
2. Following the Battle of Baltimore do you think Americans were more likely to 

win the next battle?  Why or Why not? 
3. How would you explain the impact of Napoleon's loss at the Battle of Leipzig? 
4. Why do you think the Creek Nation decided to initially support the British? 
5. How did the Battle of Baltimore overcome the odds when the Capital of the 

United States had been burned? 
 

 
 
 
Materials: 
 

• Poster board for each student group 
• Note paper for students to write their ideas and information they learn 
• Pens, pencils, crayons, paints, etc. for artistic expression 
• Computers with Internet connection for research 
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• Library or teacher provided book resources for research 
 

 
Key Vocabulary: 
 
Truce 
Treaty 
Negotiation 
Indian Nation 
Blockade 
Capital 
 
 
Planned Experiences: 
 
1.  Teacher should set the stage for this learning activity by giving the students an 

overview of the War of 1812 between the Battle of York, currently known as 
Toronto, Canada, and the Battle of Baltimore.  The historical background 
provided above may be used for this purpose.   

2. Students should be divided into groups each assigned one of the following five 
significant events: 

 
 Battle of York (Toronto, Canada) capitol of Upper Canada, April 27, 1813 
 
 Napoleon was defeated at the Battle of Leipzig October 16-18, 1814 
 
 August 9, 1814 United States and the Creek Indian Nation sign the Treaty of 
  Fort Jackson 
 
 Burning of Washington, D.C. August 24, 1814 
 
 Bombardment of Fort McHenry September 13, 1814 
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Note:  The teacher may decide to have more than one group assigned to one of 
these events.  Groups should work independently having computer resources and 
opportunity for use of library resources during the research phase of this learning 
experience.   
 
3.  Each group of students should research the event assigned to their group.  

Students should take adequate notes and discuss the event with each other. 
4. Following research, students are to prepare a poster summarizing the highlights 

of their assigned event, documenting not only what occurred but also the impact 
of the event upon the course of the War of 1812, stressing which side, American 
or British, stood to gain from the outcome.  This information may be organized 
using charts, pictures, graphs, quotes, etc.  

5. Student groups present their poster to the class providing their classmates with 
their interpretation of both the facts of the event and the significance it had to 
the War of 1812. 

6. For individual work, students may chart the events using any format they 
decide:  pictorial, outline, or written essay. 

7. Students summarize their learning by writing a composition describing their   
own personal view as to how events such as these lead to a pivotal American 
victory at Baltimore.   

 
Extension Activities: 
 
1.  Students could write an advertisement 
telling America about the victory at the Battle 
of Baltimore, encouraging them to remain 
united against the British. 
2.  Students could debate as either British or 
Americans why their side would eventually 
win the War of 1812. 
3.  Students could propose the terms of a 
treaty between the United States and Great 
Britain. 
4.  Students may research and then debate as 
Indians whether or not it was in the best 
interest of the Indian Nation to side with the British or with the Americans. 
5.  Find out how the British went about persuading the Indian peoples to side with 
them.  Prepare a play explaining their methods. 
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The Battle of Baltimore 
Content Areas: History or Social 

Studies 
 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
After completing this lesson the student will be able to: 
* Describe the major events of this battle form the viewpoint of                    
   Francis Scott Key. 
* Assess the relative importance of the battle’s outcome for the American cause. 

* Analyze the impact the raising of the “Star-Spangled Banner” had upon the 
British leadership. 

* Explain the value of the lyrics written by Francis Scott Key to future generations. 
* Know and be able to explain the part the following individuals played in this 

crucial battle:  Francis Scott Key, Dr. William Beanes, Major George Armistead, 
Robert Ross, Mary Pickergill. 
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Guiding Questions: 
 
1. What outcome would you predict would have happened if the British had 

captured and burned Baltimore? 
2. If Robert Ross had successfully invaded Baltimore by land, how could that have 

changed the outcome of the battle? 
3. Suppose you were a British seaman on the Volcano, how would the raising of 

the “Star-Spangled Banner” have affected you? 
4. What were the pros and cons for the attack on Baltimore by the British? 
5. What influence, if any, has this battle had upon our lives today? 
 
Materials: 
 

• Note paper for students to write their ideas and information they learn 
• Poster board 
• Pens, pencils, crayons, paints, etc. for artistic expression 
• Computers with Internet connection for research 
• Library or teacher provided book resources for research 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WGLTZvj234  fireworks with the music 
in the background Austin, Texas 2010  (3 minutes)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcnAeajcGyo  Star-Spangled Banner 
Bicentennial fireworks in Baltimore  (1 minute) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTEf_caCa2M  1812 Overture With Naval 
Gunfire Washington, D.C. Capitol Fourth 2009(5 Minutes) 
 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
 
Belligerent 
Fort 
Moat 
Fortification 
Invasion 
Blockade 
Privateers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WGLTZvj234�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcnAeajcGyo�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTEf_caCa2M�
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Resistance 
Bombardment 
Congreve rocket 
Truce ship 
 
 
Planned Experiences: 
 
Note:  To set the tone for this lesson the teacher may do either of the following, 
time permitting:   
 
*Set up the YouTube fireworks with music in Austin, Texas,  Begin this video then 
move to the fireworks display over Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.  The Music 
continues to play as the students view “rockets” streaming over the city’s harbor 
area.  End with the final music. 
*Alternatively Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s 1812 which is frequently played during 
the finale of Fourth of July fireworks displays could be presented to the class.  
Explaining that this music has been used since it’s debut in 1812 to celebrate the 
Russian repulsion of Napoleon’s army, by many nations throughout the world to 
commemorate victory against an enemy.  
 
Note:  These are a collection of possible classroom activities.  The teacher should 
read through them and determine which and how many of them would be 
appropriate for the students and the time available.   
 
1.  In small assigned groups students should obtain information about their 

assigned topic using the resources provided.  (Internet, books, etc.) 
 
Topics:   
 *Describe what Francis Scott Key observed during the Battle of Baltimore, 
from his personal point of view, including his experience upon the truce boat. 
 *Produce a poster calling for the immediate release of Dr. William Beanes - 
explaining his importance and why the British should be grateful to him.   
 *Compose a victory speech that President Madison might have given 
following this significant American victory - referencing the burning of 
Washington. 
 *Make a three dimensional model of Fort McHenry and be able to explain 
its specifically designed defenses. 



24 
 

 
 

 *Create a timeline for the events of the land invasion that failed to achieve 
its intended purpose and describe how the Battle of Baltimore might have ended 
differently had this British assault been successful.   
 
Students present their projects to the class. 
  
2.  Set up a panel of British and American officers and have them discuss the 

tactics each side used during this battle.  Allow students presenting time to 
research their position and decide upon their approach.  Teacher or a student 
may serve as discussion moderator. 

3. Students working in pairs may produce a 10 minute documentary video that 
explains why this battle was a turning point in the War of 1812. 

4. Students individually compose a paragraph describing the contribution to the 
battle made by one of the following individuals:  

 
 Francis Scott Key 
 Major George Armistead 
 Mary Pickersgill 
 Robert Ross 
 Dr. Beanes  
  
Extension Activities: 
 
1.  Write an original poem that reflects your personal 

feelings about this battle. 
2.  What other questions do you have about this battle?  Find the answers. 
3.  Write a speech Francis Scott Key might have given explaining why he wrote 

the Star-Spangled Banner. 
4. Compare and contrast the origin of the Star-Spangled Banner and the National 

9/11 flag. 
5. You are an investigative reporter, interview George Armistead about his 

decision to not surrender but rather endure the onslaught of 1800 bombs in the 
space of one day and night.   
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The Geography of the Greater 
Baltimore Area 

Content Areas:  Geography or Social 
Studies or History 

 
Learning Objectives: 
 
After completing this lesson the student will be able to: 
Describe the geography of the greater Baltimore area. 
Discuss the unique features that made Baltimore’s Fort 
McHenry so impervious to the British assault. 
Explain why the invasion via North Bridge was part of the British tactical plan. 
Create a visual representation of Fort McHenry including the Patapsco River and 
Chesapeake Bay. 
 
Guiding Questions: 
 
1.  How does geography influence selection of a site for the construction of a 

defensive fort? 
2. How did Baltimore differ in position from Washington, D.C.? 
3. Would it have made any difference if the site of the battle had been along the 

Atlantic coast of America rather than in an inner  harbor? 
4. Positioning of the British fleet required a certain distance from Fort McHenry.  

Knowing the outcome of the Battle of Baltimore, what changes in their 
positioning might you recommend? 

5. What conclusions would you draw regarding the importance of geography when 
describing world events? 

 
Materials: 
 

• Note paper for students to write their ideas and information they learn 



26 
 

 
 

• Poster board 
• Pens, pencils, crayons, paints, etc. for artistic expression 
• Computers with Internet connection for research 
• Library or teacher provided book resources for research 

 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=zSx2Ko8Qgpa0.k0nzw347PHLE&h
l=en  Fort McHenry in the War of 1812: This is a brief geographical description of 
the battle at Fort McHenry 
https://www.google.com/search?q=layout+of+Fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898
&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKH
F3pnW8cYCFcWRDQodwZkPzg&dpr=1    Images of the layout of Fort McHenry 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chrisstreckfus/2925867780  map of Fort McHenry 
https://www.google.com/search?q=model+of+fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898
&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CDIQsARqFQoTCPvq
mfnW8cYCFQzrgAodXoMELA&dpr=1  Images of three dimensional models of 
Fort McHenry 
 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
 
River 
Bay 
Peninsula 
Coast 
Coastline 
Distance 
Elevation 
 
 
 
Planned Experiences: 
 
Note:  Students may work in pairs, small groups, or individually.   
 
1.  Students are expected to utilize available resources in order to produce a map of 

the greater Fort McHenry area.  This map should include at a minimum the 
following: 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=zSx2Ko8Qgpa0.k0nzw347PHLE&hl=en�
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=zSx2Ko8Qgpa0.k0nzw347PHLE&hl=en�
https://www.google.com/search?q=layout+of+Fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKHF3pnW8cYCFcWRDQodwZkPzg&dpr=1�
https://www.google.com/search?q=layout+of+Fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKHF3pnW8cYCFcWRDQodwZkPzg&dpr=1�
https://www.google.com/search?q=layout+of+Fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKHF3pnW8cYCFcWRDQodwZkPzg&dpr=1�
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chrisstreckfus/2925867780�
https://www.google.com/search?q=model+of+fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CDIQsARqFQoTCPvqmfnW8cYCFQzrgAodXoMELA&dpr=1�
https://www.google.com/search?q=model+of+fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CDIQsARqFQoTCPvqmfnW8cYCFQzrgAodXoMELA&dpr=1�
https://www.google.com/search?q=model+of+fort+McHenry&espv=2&biw=1898&bih=875&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CDIQsARqFQoTCPvqmfnW8cYCFQzrgAodXoMELA&dpr=1�
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 Atlantic Ocean 
 Chesapeake Bay 
 Patapsco River 
 Baltimore Harbor 
 Fort McHenry 
 North Point 
 Washington D.C. 
 Potomac River 
 Compass Rose 
 Location of British fleet 
 
 
The map may be two of three dimensional and should indicate geographical 
features.   
2.  When students present their maps to the class they should explain the impact 

geography had upon the outcome of the Battle of Fort McHenry. 
3.  Discuss the differences and similarities between the location of Fort McHenry 

upon the Patapsco River and the placement of Washington, D.C on the Potomac 
River. 

4. Students write their individual analysis of what physical features lead to the 
American victory over the British in September 1814. 

 
 
Extension Activities: 
 
1.  Construct a model of a fort or fortification that would have better protected 
Washington, D.C from invasion and burning. 
2.  Dramatize the British officers discussing proposed battle plans for the 
destruction of Baltimore. 
3.  Make a model and explain the firing power of the British rockets 
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What Does The Star-Spangled 
Banner Mean to You? 
Language Arts/Social 
Studies/History/Music 

  
 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
After completing this lesson the student will be able to: 
 
Explain to others what the Star-Spangled banner means 
to the student personally. 
Associate the lyrics with patriotic feelings. 
Describe how a song can influence a people. 
Compare and contrast the impact the national anthem 
has had on the American  people versus other widely 
used patriotic songs such as America the Beautiful. 
Recognize that other nation states have songs that elicit 
emotion and patriotic spirit. 
 
 
Guiding Questions: 
 
1.  Can a song influence more than one generation? 
2. What is your personal opinion about the Star-Spangled Banner? 
3. How effective are patriotic songs in generating cultural cohesiveness and 

enthusiasm for a cause? 
4. What does Francis Scott Key assume about his audience? 
5. What is the function of patriotic music? 
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Materials: 
 

• Note paper for students to write their ideas and 
information they learn 

• Poster board 
• Chart paper 
• Pens, pencils, crayons, paints, etc. for artistic 

expression 
• Computers with Internet connection for research 
• Library or teacher provided book resources for research 
• Copy of the first stanza of the Star-Spangled Banner 
• Copies of other patriotic songs commonly sung by  Americans such as 

America the Beautiful. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star-Spangled_Banner 
 
http://www.usa-flag-site.org/song-lyrics/america/  (America the Beautiful) 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/You%27re_a_Grand_Old_Flag  (You’re a 
Grand Old Flag) 
 
http://www.scoutsongs.com/lyrics/america.html  (My Country Tis of Thee) 
 
http://specialneedsinmusic.com/folk_song_pages/battle_hymn.html  (Battle 
Hymn of the Republic with history) 
 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
 
Lyric 
Song 
Musical score 
Tune 
Stanza 
Patriotic 
Patriotism 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star-Spangled_Banner�
http://www.usa-flag-site.org/song-lyrics/america/�
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/You%27re_a_Grand_Old_Flag�
http://www.scoutsongs.com/lyrics/america.html�
http://specialneedsinmusic.com/folk_song_pages/battle_hymn.html�
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Anthem 
 
 
Planned Experiences: 
 
Note:  These are a collection of possible classroom activities.  The teacher should 
read through them and determine which and how many of them would be 
appropriate for the students and the time available.   
 
1.  Students should be given time to discuss their personal feelings about The Star-

Spangled Banner in pairs or in small groups. 
2. Using copies of The Star-Spangled Banner and other commonly used American 

patriotic songs, students may judge the value of each song, producing a chart 
that indicates similarities and differences between The Star-Spangled Banner 
and one other American traditional patriotic song of their choosing. 

3. Writing a personal essay each student should discuss what influence The Star-
Spangled Banner has had on the lives of Americans?  Children of immigrants?  
Other nations?  on the student personally? 

4. In small groups students should construct a cartoon that depicts the beliefs of 
Francis Scott Key. 

 
 
Extension Activities: 
 
1.  Propose an alternative to The Star-Spangled Banner by composing a song of 

your own that is the result of a more current historical event than the Battle of 
Baltimore. 

2. In an essay describe what persuasive technique Francis Scott Key used as he 
composed the song that later became our national anthem. 

3. Research how The Star Spangled Banner was finally selected as our national 
anthem and present your findings to the class.   

4. Students from other countries may share their national songs and describe the 
history of the song and what it means to their country. 
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Reflective Practice 
 

Have several digital cameras available and have students take photographs 
throughout the class.  Use one yourself to record exciting moments. 
 
Talk with each small group, encouraging them along and asking questions if they 
appear stumped. 
 
Keep a poster on the classroom wall where you or students can write down ideas 
that occur to you or them using sticky notes.   
 
Actively engage your students by letting them know you are planning to videotape 
presentations and share them with colleagues - or other classes. 
 
Pair share:  Stop from time to time and let the students reflect with a partner 
student about their experience working on an assignment. 
 
Keep a personal journal writing notes to yourself about what went well, where the 
lesson snagged, what you would differently were you to repeat the lesson. 
 
Have students use note cards to quickly provide feedback as to the value they saw 
in the lesson they experienced.  It can be a number from 0-10, a brief note, a choice 
of sticker, etc..... 
 
Remember:  Every teacher can improve if they give themselves the chance to think 
reflectively about the experiences provided to their students. 
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Suggested Occasions for Use of this Curriculum 
  


